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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

Case No. 07-20999-CR-LENARD 
Magistrate Judge Edwin G. Torres 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

VS. 

CARLOS KAUFFMANN, 
Defendant. 

FACTUAL BASIS FOR THE PLEA OF DEFENDANT CARLOS KAUFFMANN 

At all times material to the Indictment, the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of 

Venezuela was a foreign government, in which Executive Power vested in the President. Direcci6n 

de 10s Servicios de Inteligencia y Prevenci6n (DISIP) was a department of Venezuela, known as 

the Intelligence and Preventive Services Directorate of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 

Petr6leos de Venezuela S. A. (PDVSA) was an energy corporation owned and operated by the 

Venezuelan government. Venezuela maintained a Consulate in Miami, Florida which was headed 

by a Consul General. 

The defendant, Carlos Kauffmann, was born and resides in Venezuela. At no time material 

to the Indictment were defendants Carlos Kauffinann, Moises Maionica, Antonio Jose Canchica 

Gomez, Rodolfo Wanseele Paciello, and Franklin Duran: (a) duly accredited diplomatic or consular 

officers of a foreign government, recognized by the United States Department of State; (b) officially 

and publicly acknowledged and sponsored officials or representatives of a foreign government; or 

(c) officially and publicly acknowledged and sponsored members of the staff of, or employees of, 

any such officer, official, or representative of a foreign government. Furthermore, defendants Carlos 

Kauffinann, Moises Maionica, Antonio Jose Canchica Gomez, Rodolfo Wanseele Paciello, and 
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Franklin Duran never notified the Attorney General of the United States that they, Carlos 

Kauffmann, Moises Maionica, Antonio Jose Canchica Gomez, Rodolfo Wanseele Paciello, and 

Franklin Duran, would be and were knowingly acting in the United States as agents of a foreign 

government, specifically, the government of Venezuela. 

This conspiracy began as a result of a seizure of cash at Aeroparque Jorge Newbery in 

Buenos Aires, Argentina. On August 4, 2007, a privately chartered aircraft landed at Aeroparque 

Jorge Newbery in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The aircraft had previously departed from Caracas 

Maiquetia International Airport in Venezuela, carrying eight passengers on board, including, among 

others, Guido Alejandro Antonini Wilson and several PDVSA officials. During a search, conducted 

by the Argentine Customs Service, of luggage belonging to the passengers and offloaded from the 

aircraft, approximately $800,000 in United States currency, was discovered and confiscated by the 

Argentine Customs Service. The money was found in a suitcase being carried by Guido Alejandro 

Antonini Wilson. Antonini was carrying the suitcase at the request of one of the other passengers. 

Antonini was unaware that the $800,000 was in the suitcase, as the suitcase belonged to one of the 

other passengers. Antonini had been invited to accompany the seven other passengers on their trip 

to Buenos Aires, Argentina only a few hours prior to the departure of the aircraft from Caracas 

Maiquetia International Airport in Venezuela. 

It was the objective of the conspiracy that the defendants, Carlos Kauffmann, Moises 

Maionica, Antonio Jose Canchica Gomez, Rodolfo Wanseele Paciello, Franklin Duran, and the other 

participants obtain the assistance of Antonini in concealing the source and destination of, and the 

role of the government of Venezuela in, the attempted delivery of approximately $800,000 that was 

confiscated on or about August 4,2007 at Aeroparque Jorge Newbery in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 














